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sbco::f  di:-.zcc  shipi;fi:t  of  flqripa  emus  Fir  jit  ^.vit^s  i::  lkeij  ojl 


Comments  on  the  second  direct  shipment  of  Florida  oranges  end  graoe- 
fruit  to  the  British  market  are  contained  in  a  report  .fust  received  by  the 
Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  iVgricultural  Economics  fron  Mr.  Fd"'in  Smith, 
the  Department 1  s  Fruit  Specialist  in  Uurope.    Revised  statistics  on  the  Brit- 
ish grapefruit  trade  for  1927  and  comments  or:  some  of  the  outstanding  features 
of  the  trade  for  the  year,  are  also  given  "by  Mr.  Sbith, 


Second  direct  shipment  from  Florida 

I  have  had  occasion  to  inspect  the  orange  and  graoefruit  cargo  of  the 
stearashiw  "Darian" ,  the  second  shin  to  bring  fruit  direct  fron  Florida  to 
Great  Britain.     The  shipment   should  Throve  Very  encouraging  to  the  ne™  enter- 
prise.    The  cargo  of  about  6,000  boxes  arrived  sound  and  ^as  fortunate  in 
striking  a  strong  market  with  rising  prices.    II o  n°nd  "as  found  to  utilize 
cold  storage  warehouses,  as  was  don«  with  the  first  cargo  of  the  steamship 
"Daytonian"  ,  and  the  fruit  was  ranidly  absorbed  at  good  prices.     From  27s. 
to  2Ss.    (S6.57  to  u6.81)  T'ere  realized  prices  T'or  Bright  fruit,  while  Biusset 
classes  realized  fron  20s.  to  22s-   (S4.87  to  o5.35) ,  rhich  is  more  than 
3right  graders  were  bringing  when  the  steamship  "Day tertian"  arrived  on  Janu- 
ary 15. 

The  selection  of  the  cargo  as  to  sizes  v'°s  a  very  great  improvement 
over  that  of  the  first  direct  shipment.    A  fe"'er  number  of  brands  was  also 
an  advantage.     '.Thile  the  condition  of  the  fruit  may  be  termed  as  sound,  run- 
ning '"ell  belo1"  the  5  ^er  cent  mark,  the  cargo  as  a  v^hole  did  not  have  ?s 
fresh  an  appearance  nor  was  it  as  firm  as  that  of  the  "Dayt  onian"  .    The  fruit 
looked  more  aged.    A  great  deal  of  pitting  ^as  observed  in  several  of  the 
larger  lines.     Some  lots  also  showed  evidence  of  shrinkage  at  the  stem  ^nds . 
It  is  believed  that  the  trade  eventually  '"'ill  sho^  a  distinct  preference  for 
direct -shipped  fruity  but  before  this  can  be  accomplished  the  fruit  '"ill  have 
to  land  "nth  more  life,  since  this  cargo  did  not  shor  any  better  general  con- 
dition than  the  average  shipment  via  Hew  York  City. 

Gizns  and  g rr.de s 

Jnft  of  the  Liverpool  distributors  comnla.ined  that  the  cargo  contained 
too  few  of  the  112  size.  This  is  a  size  that  has  been  gro^in.  in  popularity 
in  British  markets  and  now  brings  about  the  sane  price  as  that  paid  for  96' s 
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cr  80"  s,  and  far  higher  than  the  quotations  on  64' s.    Even  the  126  size  is 
not  seriously  discriminated  against.    The  hotel  trade  in  Great  3riatin  is 
partially  responsible  for  this  ^reference  for  small  sizes.    Many  serve  graoe- 
fruit  as  a  cocktail  course  and  have  glass  grapefruit  dishes  which  will  not 
hold  a  grapefruit  larger  than  a  96.     These  containers  '".'ill  readily  accommo- 
date size  112,  but  64 1 s  are  out  of  the  question. 

•h-s  yet  there  is  no  special  market  for  russet  fruit.     The  Lcndon  de- 
mand is  considered  of  high-class  character,  so  that  russet  grapefruit  are 
sold  with  less  discrimination  in  the  northern  markets-     In  this  respect  the 
industry  stands  in  need  of  some  -oro-oaganda  "hich  fill  instill  into  the  minds 
of  the  consumers  that  some  of  the  best  eating  grapefruit  will  be  found  in 
the  rjtssets. 

One  Florida  company  is  doing  a  good  "niece  of  work  by  printing  cn  the 
^rappers  instructions  for  preparing  graoefruit  prior  to  serving.     In  European 
countries  this  instruction  is  very  much  needed.     Most  hotels  on  this  side  of 
the  Atlantic  do  a  bad  job  of  preparing  graoefruit.     So  much  so  that  the  per- 
son trying  grapefruit  for  the  first  time  is  apt  to  be  given  an  unfavorable 
impression.    Why  cannot  all  wraps  carry  instructions?     It  ^'ould  be  more  bene- 
ficial than  recipes,  or  prizes. 

Oranges  sho-  improvement 

A  very  ferr  "boxes  of  oranges  on  the  steamship  "Parian"  gave  a  better 
appearance  than  those  with  the  first  trial  of  direct  shipping.    However,  the 
fruit  could  not  be  said  to  appear  as  attractive  as  Spanish  oranges,  nor  is 
the  eating  quality  any  better  than  the  Jaffa  oranges  now  on  the  British  mar- 
kets.    Prices  of  tnose  comoeting  fruits  in  Liverpool  on  March  7  '"ere  as  fol- 
io^:    Spanish,  S3. 89  to  34.62  x£  r  half-case  of  110  pounds  for  300' s,  and 
Jaffa,  33.89  to  34.38  per  case  of  80  pounds  for  medium  sizes. 

British  grapefruit  demand  increases 

To  be  seated  for  breakfast  at  the  table  of  a  Midland  hotel  with  an 
Englishman  who  started  his  meal  with  half  a  grapefruit  ras  the  novel  e:cper- 
ience  v^hich  I  had  last  week.     It  was  not  always  so.    IJor  is  eating  graoefruit 
for  breakfast  a  widespread  custom  at  present.     At  this  hotel  it  was  not  on 
the  breakfast  menu.     Jut  the  fact  remains  that  they  had  grapefruit  on  hand 
and  a  guest  had  gone  out  of  the  usual  breakfast  routine  to  order  it. 

Statistics  published  in  the  ""-'eekly  Fruit  Intelligence  Notes"  of  the 
Empire  Marketing  Board  of  February  22,   1928,   show  that  the  consumption  of 
grapefruit  in  the  United  Kim  cLom  has  increased  by  leaps  and  bounds  since 
1921.     More  and  more  people  have  become  fond  of  it,  and  while  it  is  net  as 
yet  a  real  part  of  the  English  breakfast,  the  most  substantial  breakfast  in 
the  ^orld,  yet  some  fe^7  are  eating  it  in  the  morning',  ^hile  many  more  are 
taking  it  as  a  cocktail  or  salad  course  for  lunch  or  dinner. 
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DFTJiT;     Imorts  into  the  United  Kingdom,  1921-1927 


Ye^r 


1921 
1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 


Source:  Empire 


Union  of 
South 
^f  rica 


3o;:es 

2,4<r0 

10,216 
12,509 
15,763 
21,337 
20 , 997 
23 .  9Q7 


British  :  Other 

'■'est       :  British 
Indies     :  Coiir.tr  ies 


Boxes 
8,770 
8,854 
16,377 
15,787 
28,171 
43,486 
47.493 


Boxes 

1,170 

925 
754 
2,638 
8.926 


United 
States 


Boxes 
17 , 923 
30,689 
45 , 105 
93,689 
200,071 
239,847 
501.314 


Oth  er 
Foreign 
Countries 


'otal 


Boxes 

4,931 

800 
4,418 
4,018 
17,353 
25 , 93  9 
24,829 


Boxes 
34=, 31& 
50,559 
80 , 238 
150,186 
268,136 
332,956 
605.46? 
r  22,  1923. 


rketing  3oard  "eekly  Fruit  Intelligence,  Februar; 

Seasonal  as^ectjs  _of_  grapefruit  irmort  trade  of  the  United  Kingdom 

The  introduction  of  graoefru.it  into  the   fruit  diet  of  the  British 
people  has  been  popularly  attributed  to  the  summer  visitation  of  the  American 
tourist.     Sven  yet  the  summer  months  are  important  months  for  grapefruit  im- 
portation, hut  it  is  interesting  to  observe  ho^  consumption  has  increased 
during  the  winter  nonths  when  there  are  relatively  ferr  American  tourists  in 
Great  Britain.     The  monthly  imports  also  shor  that  October  is  a  very  important 
month.     \ihy  October?    \re  all  know  that  sources  of  grapefruit  are  limited  dur- 
ing August.     Bmorts  are  light,  but  the  tourist  continues  to  ash  for  grape- 
fruit, so  that  the  hotel  trade  must  ha^e  it  regardless  of  ^rice.     Ti.e  result 
is  that  urices  during  la*  6  August  and  early  September  are  very  attractive,  es- 
pecially to  shippers  of  iorto  Hico.     As  suo-li°s  increase,   larger  consignments 
are  sent  in  this  direction.    During  last  auttimn  shipments  ,Tere  greatly  over- 
done in  response  to  these  high  urices,  with  the  result  that  British  grapefruit 
prices  rere  very  loT'  from  October  until  the  beginning  of  1928.     This  vas  baa 
for  the  shipper,  but  not  for  the  consumer,  v/ho  vas  able  to  buy  the  best  cf 
fruit  for  from  8  cents  to  10  cents  each  during  October,  ITov ember,  December  and 
January.     -hen  prices  are  profitable  to  exporters  the  consumer  has  tc  Pay  from 
12  cents  to  20  cents  each  for  a  small  sized  fruit. 


J  pnua  ry 
February 
I."!;=rrh  .  . 
A^ril  .  . 


June  . . .  . 
July  

August   . . 
September 
October  . 
IIover.be  r 
December 


t£RAP jSTHIIT :  Imports  into  the  United  Kingdom,  by  months, 
_   19.-35  to  1927 


ionth 


1925 

:  1926 

:  192° 

3oxes 

:  Boxes 

:  Boxes 

5 , 923 

15,765 

35,009 

25,433 

24 , 982 

:  40,697 

45,552 

:         43 , 120  : 

71,164 

20,000 

:          24 , 513 

45,024 

23,614 

:          11,870  j 

46,355 

23,557 

:          17 , 920  : 

62,059 

17 , S14 

:         26,736  : 

58 , 147 

12,768 

.  :         37,413  : 

29,995 

19,742 

:  20,819 

22,968 

36,910 

:         52,553  : 

91,415 

17,77" 

:         34,235  : 

55, 667 

19.28 i 

:          23 . 574  : 

26  3. l&i 

:        332.956  : 

606.434 

eting  Board  Ueekly  Fruit  Intelligence  "oteG,  Feb.  22, 


